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Advance 103
Baptist churches from the United States and Latin America
are joining with IMB missionary teams to reach a shared
goal. We want to see the first generation of healthy churches
planted among 103 unreached peoples and places by 2020. We
are concentrating on both ethnic groups and geographic locations
so that diverse communities are exposed to the gospel, foreshadowing
the “great multitude” of Revelation 7:9. AND YOUR CHURCH HAS THE
OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN IN THE WORK.

Forward Together:
How Advance 103 Works
Advance 103 fuses the efforts of IMB missionary teams, Southern Baptist congregations,
and local Latin American churches into a single, concerted force engaging the
unreached with the gospel. Together, these partners implement strategies tailored
to the cultures, needs, languages, and locales of their chosen unreached people
or place. And they pour their combined resources and expertise into planting healthy
churches.

Southern Baptist churches are joining Advance 103 through two
main pathways:

• Prayer:
Churches mobilize their own congregations and others around them to pray
for a specific unreached people or place and any missionary teams or local
churches engaging them.

• Engagement:
Churches join with IMB missionaries and local believers in the work of engaging
one of the 103 unreached people and places. These churches formally covenant
to evangelism, discipleship, leadership training, and multiple short-term mission
trips each year, all while undergirding every step of the work with dedicated prayer.

Church Partnerships:
Matching Capabilities to Contexts
God has equipped your congregation with a vast array of skills, experience, resources,
and abilities, and Advance 103 offers a diverse set of unique contexts for those gifts to
flourish. We offer partnerships in:

• Remote Areas: In the desert villages of Mexico and the dense jungles of the
Amazon, isolated communities still have yet to hear the gospel. Carrying the news of
Christ there will require churches who are prepared to overcome daunting physical
barriers along the way.

The Malayo of Colombia have lived in the Sierra Nevada mountains for centuries with
little outside contact. They are fiercely determined to remain isolated from those they
believe are harming their “Mother Earth.” But their way of life is being threatened by
the ongoing conflict between armed groups and the government.

• Global Cities: Above the urban landscape tower the world’s

global cities,

where innumerable cultures not only interact, but combine and spread their influence
around the globe. People and ideas from these areas spread quickly around the
world, and so the multiplication of healthy churches sparked among the unreached
in these regions has the potential to radiate across continents.

Examples:
• The La Colina neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, is an eclectic combination of social classes and
generations, with traditional rural life quickly expanding into a suburban community. With only a
small and struggling evangelical witness in the area, there is much confusion about the gospel.
Spiritual matters are frequently drowned out by work, commute, and family commitments.
• First arriving in Peru as indentured servants in the 1800s, the Han Chinese now have a thriving
community of descendants in Peru. Many of them consider Peru their home but nevertheless
remain culturally distinct from their Spanish-speaking Roman Catholic neighbors. They hold
strongly to their heritage of Mandarin and Buddhism.

• Countries: IMB missionary teams have identified unreached
peoples and places in both remote and urban areas in Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay.

Queretaro is considered one of the safest cities in Mexico and boasts
the highest quality of life. But materialism is tightening its grip in this
economically mobile city, and people struggle to set aside centuries
of religious traditions in order to follow Christ.

• Global Opportunities: Believers in Central and South America
and the Caribbean have been divinely positioned to begin a global gospel
movement, if they can seize the opportunity. Their brothers and sisters in the
United States have the honor of paving the way for Latin American churches
to lead out in engaging the unreached outside of the Americas. This work
begins with dedicated, strategic, and expectant prayer for long-term missions
partnerships with Latin American churches.

Example:
In the wake of civil war and terrorist advances by ISIS, Germany has received the
largest number of Central Asian refugees in Europe by a huge margin. Some plan
to return to the homes they’ve lost, and others intend to build a new life in Europe,
but all are in desperate need of the hope of Christ and the help of his Church.

FAQs
• What is an “unreached” people or place?
“Unreached” peoples and places are those among whom Christ is largely
unknown and the church is relatively insufficient to make Christ known in its broader population without outside help.

• What does it mean to “engage” an unreached people or place?
“Engagement” describes the entire process of missions work, from initial contact with an unreached people or place,
to contextually appropriate evangelism and discipleship, to church formation and leadership training, and finally to
handing the local missions task to the new community of churches and moving on to engaging another unreached
people or place.

• Why 103? Why 2020?
IMB missionary teams in the Americas have set the Advance 103 goal in order to double the number of engaged people
groups in their area of work by the end of the decade.

• Why and how were these particular 103 peoples and places selected?
These 103 peoples and places have been identified as those which are located in comparatively accessible areas
within reasonable proximity to active IMB missionary teams. As such, they present an opportune intersection between
both need for a gospel presence and available resources.

Advancing the
Great Commission:
Find Your Place
Carrying the gospel to the ends of the earth is a staggering task,
but you do not have to move forward alone. Every member of
your church has a part in the Great Commission, and the churches
and missionary teams of Advance 103 are ready to empower each of
them to play it.

Visit IMB.org/advance103 to explore the initiative further,
or contact us at info@imb.org or (800) 999-3113
to learn more about adding your church to Advance 103.

